THE PSYCHO-ANALYSIS OF CHILDREN

anxieties was the last, decisive element in bringing about his break-
down.

As I have tried to show in the example of Mr A, the consequence of
a displacement of hatred and fear from the father's penis to the
mother is that the fears associated with the woman's body become
excessively increased and the sources of heterosexual attraction
excessively diminished.

Adoption of Homosexuality

With the displacement of everything that is frightening and un-
canny onto the invisible inside of a woman's body, there is often an-
other associated process, which appears to be a pre-condition for the
full establishment of the homosexual position. In the normal attitude
the boy's penis represents his ego and his conscious, as opposed to his
super-ego and to the contents of his body which represent his uncon-
scious. In his homosexual attitude this significance is extended by his
narcissistic choice of object to the penis of another male, and this
penis now serves as a counter-proof against all his fears concerning
the penis inside him and the interior of his body. Thus in homo-
sexuality one mode of mastering anxiety is that the ego endeavours to
deny, control or get the better of the unconscious by over-emphasiz-
ing reality and the external world and all that is tangible, visible and
perceptible to consciousness.

In such cases I have found that where the boy has had a homo-
sexual relation in early childhood he has had a good opportunity of
moderating his feelings of hatred and fear of his father's penis and of
strengthening his belief in the egood' penis. Upon such a relation,
moreover, all his homosexual affairs in later life will rest. These are
designed to provide him with a number of assurances, of which I will
mention a few of the most common: (i) that his father's penis, both
internalized and real, is not a dangerous persecutor either (a) for
him or (b) for his mother; (2) that his own penis is not destructive;
(3) that his fears, as a small child, lest his sexual relations with his
brother or brother-substitute should be discovered and he should be
turned out of the house, castrated or killed1 have no foundation and,
even as an adult, are to be disproved, since his homosexual acts are
followed by no evil consequences; (4) that he has got secret con-
federates and accomplices, for in early life his sexual relations with
his brother (or brother-substitute) meant that the two were banded
together to destroy their parents separately or combined in copula-
tion. In his phantasy his partner in love will sometimes take on the
role of his father, with whom he undertook secret attacks upon his

1 Behind this fear lurks the fear of his mother as a rival who tries to make him
responsible for the castration and theft of his father's penis.
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